
_Urban Development TIPS_

In this section, you will find information on urban development laws, 
institutions, and initiatives.

The theme of this issue is Land Law.

Amended Land Law – What’s NEW?

Land Law determines the principles,

regulations, and measures that help

facilitate the efficient management,

monitoring and inspection of land

activities with a view of ensuring

conservation, development and use

of the land in conformity with the

proper purpose, improving people’s

livelihood, maintaining social security,

order and justice, and contributing to

sustainable national socio-economic

development and thereby increasing

land value, including the protection of

environment, and national river, and

land border. Land Law was revised in

2019 (No. 70/NA, 21st June 2019).

The 2019 Land Law includes provision

regard ing the cond i t ions and

decision-maker in the event of land

category conversion. (Article 25-30)

In addition, it provides a Land data

information system, which is available

to the public with a service fee.

(Article 90-91)

Eight Land Categories

The conversion of land category must be approved by administrative authority as 

stipulated in the article 28, 29, and 30 under this law and other related laws. 

Forest land Watershed Industrial land

Public works and 
transportation land

Cultural land
National-defense and
Public-security land

Construction land

For more information; http://www.monre.gov.la/

Electronic version available here →

The law divides land into eight categories. The conversion of land category shall be 

only be allowed when it is deemed necessary to use the land for another purpose to 

serve people's livelihoods, according to relevant plans, etc.
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What is‘Ban Hao’?

Ban Hao provides information on urban development in Vientiane and beyond. 

The newsletter is not only for professionals in the field of architecture and urban 

planning, but also for anyone who is interested in urban development.

Feature_ Urban Collaborative Development
Various actors from the public and private sectors, including 

residents and experts, are involved in urban development.

What do you think when you hear

‘urban development’?

Urban development involves initiatives

of all sizes and scales. For example,

large private companies sometimes

develop high-rise housing complexes,

and the governments widen roads.

Some developments are led by one

sector or another.

On the other hand, many public

spaces have been developed/created

through public-private partnership. In

recent years, valuable spaces have

been created by involving various

actors of different positions and

deliberation on the operation and

management of the spaces after

construction completion are

undertaken. We call this approach

‘Urban Collaborative Development’,

with the participation of various

actors from both the public and

private sectors. Such approach also

includes local communities and

experts who are involved from the

conception stage so as to consider

the development needs in response

to the need of the people in the

community, area and city, not limited

to traditional large-scale developments.
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In Japan, the role of private sector as a new players in Urban Development is

expanding. The private sector is creating a lively atmosphere through its initiatives

and reducing the administrative burden of the maintenance of public facilities, etc.,

The establishment of institutions and guidelines by the government eases Urban

Collaborative Development initiatives with the private sector.

Three key words

Identifying and resolving issues unique to the local town or community

Using the spatial resources of the town or community, whether public 

or private

Creating a comfortable environment from a human - centered perspective
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The activities of Urban Collaborative 

Development have shown the 

following effects: the creation of new 

businesses and jobs, an increase in 

visitors to the area, and an 

improvement of land values.

Institutions, and guidelines

• Systems to support Urban  

Collaborative Development

• Systems to enhance community  

development activities 

• Systems to improve walkable spaces 

• Budget systems

Guidelines are available to facilitate 

the involvement of various actors in 

Urban Development.

Urban Collaborative Development

in Japan

Source MLIT, Japan   https://www.mlit.go.jp/toshi/

The 3rd Urban Management Platform (UMP) 
Meeting was held on 23 December 2022

Panel discussion Session 1

‐Urban Collaborative Development and 

key phrase for Vientiane in the future   

Mr. Inthy DEUANSAVANHG/GREEN DISCOVERY, Mr. Souliyo VONGDALA/LOCA

COMPANY LIMITED, Dr. Aphisayadeth INSIXIENGMAY/PTI_MPWT, Mr. Dao

KEOSOUKAN/DHUP_MPWT, Mr. Keaunkeo CHANTHALA/DOL_MONRE,

Mr. Lamkha SAIGNASANE/DPWT_Vientiane Capital (From the left, affiliation as

at the time)

Panel discussion Session 2

‐For realizing the vision of the area              

Ms. Tomoko YAMAMOTO/JICA, Dr. Anongdeth PHETKAYSONE/Lao National Railway Enterprise,

Dr. Soukanh CHITHPANYA/NUOL, Mr. Sengdara DOUANGMYXAY/DHUP_MPWT (From

the left, Affiliation as at the time) Mr Sangkhom CHANSOUK/Vientiane Capital

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Top right), Mr. Phouvong VIENGVILAY/DPWT

_Vientiane Capital (Bottom middle), Mr. Chanphone PHOMMIXAY /Khamsavath

Village (Bottom right)

The 3rd UMP Meeting was organized

by MPWT to discuss Urban

Collaborative Development in

Vientiane Capital with the attendance

of relevant ministries such as MONRE,

MPI, and MOF, Vientiane Capital,

National University of Laos (NOUL),

Lao National Railways Enterprise, UN-

Habitat, and JICA. MPWT also invited

villages, LOCA and Green Discovery,

Chamber of Commerce and Industry

from the private sector. Mr. Tetsuji

GOTO/JICA gave a keynote speech

and led two panel discussions during

which the panelists suggested

promoting public-private dialogue for

concrete implementation of master

plans, and data-driven policy-making,

and local communities’ awareness

raising and engagement with public

sector plans and projects.

Dr. Soukanh CHITHPANYA /NUOL

proposed a ‘Lao-style PPP＋2P’ by

adding 2P; professionals(P) and

partners(P) to the traditional PPP.

This UMP meeting would open up new

opportunities for Urban Collaborative

Development in Vientiane Capital.

Scenes: 1 Listening intently, 2 Networking, 3 Friendly discussion

JICA project for "Capacity Development on Urban Development Control and Promotion (CDUDCP)"

has selected the area around Lao-Thai railway Khamsavath station as a pilot area for ' Urban

Collaborative Development ' and is taking on the challenge of creating opportunities to work together on

urban development by discussing the vision, concept and the area management from various

perspectives, including not only the government but also residents and private sector. Through this

activity, guidelines for ' Urban Collaborative Development ' will be developed for use in other areas.
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